Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


Issued  May.   1920. 

UNITED   STATE  T   OF   AGRICULTURE. 

DEP  :ULAR    101. 


Contribution  from  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

JOHN   R.   MOHLER,   Chief. 


THE  WHORLED  MILKWEED,  A  PLANT  POISONOUS 
TO  LIVESTOCK. 

By  C.  Dwight  Marsh.  Pathological  Division. 

Stockmen  should  learn  to  recognize  the  whorled  milkweed.  Asclt  pias 
galioides,  and  should  not  give  their  herds  the  opportunity  to  eat  am 

considerable  quantity.  It  is  especially  dangerous  to  trail  sheep  over 
a  whorled-milkweed  area  or  to  bed  them  down  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood. 

The  whorled  milkweed  is  one  of  the  most  poisonous  of  the  plant- 
injuring  livestock.  As  small  a  quantity  as  2|  ounces  of  the  green 
plant  may  kill  a  sheep,  and  2J  pounds  may  kill  a  2-year-old  steer. 
Horses  are  not  likely  to  eat  it,  but  if  they  do  they  are  as  easily  pois- 
oned as  sheep. 

The  whorled  milkweed  grows  abundantly  in  some  sections  of 
southwestern  Colorado,  southern  Utah,  and  the  northern  counties  of 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  It  is  a  foothill  plant,  not  being  found 
above  an  altitude  of  7,500  feet,  and  sometimes  grows  with  great 
luxuriance  about  ditches  and  in  abandoned  fields. 

Cases  of  poisoning  occur  when  animals  are  confined  to  areas  of 
the  plant  and  have  little  else  to  eat.  and  under  such  conditions  heavy 
losses  may  result. 

Many  animals  have  been  killed  by  eating  hay  containing  the  dry 
plant.  If  the  animals  eat  enough  of  the  plant  to  be  affected  they 
generally  die.  Xo  remedy  that  will  prevent  death  in  such  cases  has 
been  found. 

The  plant  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  eradicate,  but.  by  cutting  it 
down  before  the  seeds  are  formed,  much  can  be  accomplished  in 
pastures  and  along  trails.  The  plant,  illustrated  on  page  2.  is  ordi- 
narily from  1  to  3  feet  in  height. 

A  more  detailed  description  of  the  plant  and  its  effects  on  live 
stock  is  given  in  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  Bulletin 
800.  entitled  ;;  The  Whorled  Milkweed." 
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Whorled  Milkweed  (Asclepias  galioides).  This  plant  is  very  poisonous  to  cattle,  horses, 
and  sheep,  and  has  caused  some  extremely  heavy  losses  of  sheep  in  the  West  and 
Southwest. 
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